
SPANISH POINT HISTORIC LAND 
LOSS (LOT 33-3)

Presented on: Monday, January 18, 2021

By: Britney and Gena Robinson 

(Great-granddaughter and granddaughter of Heman Montegomery Bascome Smith)



THANK 
YOU 

• Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the late 

Hon. Walton Brown, because without his 

dedication and commitment to investigating 

the Historic Land grabs, we would not be 

here today. 

• Our family would like to thank the Hon. Mrs. 

Norma Wade- Miller JP OBE and the 

Commissioners for taking the time to hear 

the stories of the Bermudian people.
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WHAT PROMPTED THIS INQUIRY

• It was always a question as to how my family lost access to the beach area in 

front of our home, when all the houses along our road have beach front 

access.

• Heman Montgomery Bascome Smith’s penned letter, which we will show later 

in this presentation 

• Walton Brown  

• Spanish Point Boat Club Structure erected in front of our property, blocking 

beach access and depreciating the value of our property.
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AREA IN 

QUESTION
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS

1888 Deed of Gift from Jeremiah Hinson to William Brown 

William Brown’s  Will dated July 24th, 1915 giving the land to his 
wife Ann Brown

Ann Brown’s  Will dated February 28th, 1924 giving the land to 
Adelia Robinson

1946 Adelia Robinson to Heman Montegomery Bascome Smith 

1947 Supreme Court Case No. 18 involving Amelia Chiappa vs 
Heman Montegomery Bascome Smith
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JULY 19TH ,1888

• Jeremiah Hinson gifts William 

Brown a Cottage and parcel of 

land in Spanish Point 

• Registered in the Book of 

Deeds No 47, page 85 

• Original deed of gift pictured

Exhibit A
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DESCRIPTION OF LAND 
FROM 1888 DEED OF GIFT

• … all that certain parcel of land situate and being at 
Spanish Point in Pembroke Parish bounded 

• North by land formerly of Peter Tucker deceased and now 
in the occupation or possession of Richard Henry Duerden

• South by land of Richard Shaw Wood 

• East by land formerly of the said Peter Tucker and devised 
by him to Julia Smith and 

• West by the Sea

• Together with the cottage thereon erected and all other 
houses etc (and especially a right of way three feet wide to 
and from the parcel of land hereby granted and released 
over and across the Northern part of the land devised by 
the said Peter Tucker to the said Julia Smith from and to 
the public road on the East running from the main Spanish 
Point road to the land of Richard Shaw Wood) SUBJECT to 
a perpetual right of way three feet wide to and from 
the Sea over and across the most Northern Part of the 
said parcel of land from and to the land devised by the said 
Peter Tucker to the said Julia Smith…

Exhibit B
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DESCRIPTION OF LAND 
FROM 1888 DEED OF GIFT

• … all that certain parcel of land situate and being at 
Spanish Point in Pembroke Parish bounded 

• North by land formerly of Peter Tucker deceased and now 
in the occupation or possession of Richard Henry Duerden

• South by land of Richard Shaw Wood 

• East by land formerly of the said Peter Tucker and devised 
by him to Julia Smith and 

• West by the Sea

• Together with the cottage thereon erected and all other 
houses etc (and especially a right of way three feet wide to 
and from the parcel of land hereby granted and released 
over and across the Northern part of the land devised by 
the said Peter Tucker to the said Julia Smith from and to 
the public road on the East running from the main Spanish 
Point road to the land of Richard Shaw Wood) SUBJECT to 
a perpetual right of way three feet wide to and from 
the Sea over and across the most Northern Part of the 
said parcel of land from and to the land devised by the said 
Peter Tucker to the said Julia Smith… 9



WILLIAM BROWN 
WILL

• Recorded on July 24th, 1915

• “This is the last will and testament 

of me William Brown of Pembroke 

Parish in the Islands of Bermuda 

stonecutter I hereby revoke all 

wills and testamentary writing 

therefore made and executed by 

me I devise and bequeath all my 

real and personal estate unto my 

wife Anne Elizabeth Brown 

absolutely and I appoint my wife 

the said Anne Elizabeth Brown the 

sole executrix of this my last will 

and testament…”

Exhibit C 10



ANN BROWN’S 
WILL

• Recorded February 28th, 1924

• “I, Anne Elizabeth Brown, of 
Pembroke Parish, Bermuda Isles, 
make and execute this my last Will 
and Testament on the Seventh (7th) 
day of May (1918) One thousand 
nine hundred and eighteen. I hereby 
revoke all Wills and Testamentary 
writings heretofore made and 
executed by me,  and I appoint John 
Heman Smith, and William Francis 
Wilson my executors to the estate 
and of this my last will and 
Testament. I devise and bequeath 
all my real and personal estate 
unto Adelia Ann Robinson, 
absolutely”. 

• Mrs. Brown died on March 30th, 
1921
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Copy of Plan 

by N.A. Swan 

July 1925

Copy of Plan 

by N.A. Swan 

Sept 1932
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LAND TAX LEDGER

• In a penned letter from my great grandfather, Heman

Montegomery Bascome Smith, he stated that Mrs. 

Robinson was paying land tax for Mrs. Brown from 1915 to 

1921, and paid for herself from 1921 to 1946.

• Due to the Parish Vestry’s documents being damaged, the 

earliest tax ledger that can be found was in 1945. 
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PROPERTY TRANSFER FROM ADELIA 
ROBINSON TO HEMAN

MONTGOMERY BASCOME SMITH 

• Description of the land is exactly as the 

1888 Deed of Gift between Jeremiah 

Hinson & William Brown 

• Filed at the Pembroke Parish Vestry by 

Appleby Spurling on June 24th, 1946
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PARISH VESTRY ASSESSMENT BOOK
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1946 PROPERTY TRANSFER

Top Picture: 

Adelia Ann Robinson Property Transfer 

Records in Book B Folio 72

• Lot 33-3 was transferred to Heman M. 

B. Smith on July 19, 1946 

Bottom Picture: 

Heman M. B. Smith Property Transfer 

Records in Book B 

• Lot 33-3 was obtained on July 19, 1946
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PARISH VESTRY LEDGER SHOWING TRANSFER 
OF PROPERTY REFERENCE LOT 33-3

1946Transfer Ledger Book B
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1934 PLAN OF 
PEMBROKE PARISH 

• This Plan is based on the 

1898/1901 Ordnance Survey 

Map done by Lt. A. J. Savage  
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194119621973198120032012

Govt of Bermuda, Dept of Planning, GeoEye, BELCO, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, USGS, Government of

Bermuda
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The Royal Gazette article dated June 10, 1946 page 12 
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ORIGINAL 1946 DEED?! 

• Pictured is a final draft copy from Appleby, Spurling

• Unable to find the filed copy – why?

• Dated June 7, 1946

• “… Whereas by Indenture dated the 19th day of July 
1888 is between Jeremiah Hinson of one part and 
William Brown of the other part a parcel of land in 
Pembroke Parish afsd with the cottage thereone was 
granted and released by the said Jeremiah Hinson unto 
the use of the said William Brown his heirs and assigns 
and where the description of the said parcel of land as 
contained in the said indenture is as follows: ..” 

• Exact same description as the 1888 Deed of Gift 
between Jeremiah Hinson and William Brown 
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1947 SUPREME COURT CASE 
AMELIA CHIAPPA V 
HEMAN M. B. SMITH

• Writ of Summons dated February 3rd ,1947

• “The plaintiff's claim is for recovery of 

possession of the Southern portion of a parcel of 

land at Spanish Point in Pembroke Parish in the 

Islands of Bermuda which whole parcel of land is 

bounded NORTHERLY by the Public Road 

leading to the point knowns as the Admiral’s 

Landing place EASTERLY by other land of the 

Plaintiff SOUTHERLY in part by the waters of 

Peter Tucker’s Bay and in part by land in the 

possession of the Defendant and WESTERLY by 

the waters of the Great Sound, and for mesne 

profits and for damages and injuries caused to 

the said land by the Defendant” 

Amelia Chiappa

• Conyers, Dill & Pearman 
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1947 COURT CASE TIMELINE

•Writ of Summons issued to Heman M. B. Smith for possession of Amelia 
Chiappa’s Southerly boarder of land and damages

February 3, 
1947

•Appleby & Spurling (attorneys for H. M.B.S) sends letter to Conyers, Dill, & 
Pearman (attorneys for Amelia Chiappa)

•Letter stating that the defendant requires a Statement of Claim to be 
delivered.

February 14, 
1947

•Statement of Claim obtained from Conyers, Dill, & Pearman March 3, 1947

•Appleby & Spurling sends a letter back to Conyers, Dill, & Pearman stating 
that the defendant is in possession of the premises referred to in  Paragraph 
8 of the Statement of Claim  (Exhibit O)

March 19, 1947 
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1947 AMELIA CHIAPPA V H. M. B. 
SMITH STATEMENT OF CLAIM

25

Exhibit O



1947 COURT CASE CONTINUED

• Conyers, Dill, & Pearman issue a Notice of Trial to Appleby & Spurling 
indicating the trial was set for December 19, 1947December 9, 1947

• E.T. Richards sends a letter to Conyers, Dill, & Pearman stating that he 
now represents H.M.B Smith in place of Appleby & Spurling

• Mr. Richards was called to the bar on January 31, 1947
December 15, 1947

• Registrar W. Norman Parker issues a letter for all parties to attend the 
Chief Justice Chambers on December 30, 1947 concerning an 
application for H. M. B. Smith to have the court cases tried with a jury

December 19, 1947

• Court case was heard by Hon. R. C. Hollis Hallet, assistant chief 
justice and eight juriersMarch 15-19, 1948 
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AMELIA CHIAPPA’S
MAP 

The Royal Gazette Article Dated March 16, 1948 (page 1) 27
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ABSTRACT OF TITLE COLOURED GREEN ON THE PLAN

• Description of the land is 

inaccurately depicted in their plan

Amelia Chiappa’s Statement Claim
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ABSTRACT OF TITLE COLOURED PINK ON THE PLAN 
MARKED “A”

Rupert Carlyle Hollis Hallet

- Presiding judge over this case 
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ABSTRACT OF TITLE COLOURED BLUE ON PLAN
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EVIDENCE PRODUCED ON BEHALF OF 
H. M. B. SMITH

• 1888 Deed of Gift from Jeremiah Hinson to William Brown (previously shown)

• William Brown and Anne Brown’s Wills (previously shown)

• Newspaper clipping with Notice of purchase of land  
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VERDICT

• Judge: R. C. Hollis Hallet

• 8 juriers

• After one hour and 22 minutes of a special 
jury, the verdict ruled in favour of Mrs. 
Amelia Chiappa

• Lineage of the property: 

• Jeremiah Hinson to William Brown in 1888

• William Brown and Anne Brown’s Will (1915 
& 1924 respectively)

• Adelia Robinson to H. M. B. Smith in 1946

The Royal Gazette Article Dated March 20, 1948 (page 1)
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H. M. B. SMITH 
PENNED 
LETTER
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CONTROVERSIAL MAP

• Although 

geographically 

correct, the depiction 

of who owns the 

portions of land are 

labeled incorrectly
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MAPS FROM 1932 TO PRESENT
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OTHER COURT CASES AND 
ENCOUNTERS FOLLOWING 

THIS PROCEEDING

• 1959 Spanish Point Boat Club v Heman

Montegomery Bascome Smith 

• 1963 Windsor Development Limited v 

Albert Jones and Newbold Smith

• Windsor Development Limited involved John 

Peter Chiappa (director) and Mary Jane Dallas

• 1969 John Henry Dallas v Albert Jones, 

Newbold Smith, H. M.B. Smith, and Carlton 

Wellman
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1959 SPANISH 
POINT BOAT 

CLUB V. HEMAN
MONTEGOMERY
BASCOME SMITH

o H. M. B. Smith continued to fight for his 

land past the 1946 Supreme Court Case

• It does not appear that the case 

proceeded or that there was a verdict

Exhibit Q
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1964 WINDSOR 
DEVELOPMENT 

LIMITED V ALBERT 
JONES AND 

NEWBOLD SMITH

o Windsor Development Limited

o John Peter Chiappa and Mary Jane Dallas 

Exhibit R

• According to a letter addressed to the Chairman of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Private Bills, a company by the name of “Windsor 

Development Limited” had entered a Private Bill Notice in the Royal 

Gazette on January 17th, 1964 Letter submitted by Coleridge A. Williams, Attorney for Albert 

W. I. Jones & Newbold W. Smith
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1964 WINDSOR 
DEVELOPMENT 

LIMITED V ALBERT 
JONES AND 

NEWBOLD SMITH

Exhibit R

• The Windsor Development 

Company Act, 1964 was adopted 

without the inclusion of the 

parcels of land that Albert Jones 

and Newbold Smith owned.
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Located in the Journals of the House of Assembly of Bermuda Sessions of 1963 -1964 (pages 165-166)



1969 JOHN 
HENRY DALLAS V 

ALBERT JONES, 
NEWBOLD SMITH, 

H. M.B. SMITH, 
AND CARLTON 

WELLMAN

Exhibit S

• Mary Jane Dallas (previously 

Chiappa) was a grand daughter 

of Amelia and Peter Chiappa. 

• She married John Henry Dallas.
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1969 VERDICT

• Notice of discontinuation 

against second, third and fourth 

defendants dated December 

29th, 1971

• The plaintiff later on withdrew 

his claim against Ethel Jones and 

Mr. & Mrs. Williams declaring 

that they had proper title to 

their land
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• The Chiappa family claimed that 

they owned all of the land in the 

map produced for the Supreme 

Court case in 1946, and it was 

discovered in subsequent court 

cases that they did not. 

• The question then remains, how 

is it that the Spanish Boat Club 

have claimed the portion of land 

in front of our property, when 

this parcel of land stems from the 

1888 Deed of Gift from Jeremiah 

Hinson? 

CIRCLING BACK TO THE AREA IN QUESTION
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SPANISH POINT BOAT CLUB STRUCTURE

Exhibit T

- Structure in front of our home that has immensely depreciated the value of our 

property.  

- Based upon the evidence produced, we would respectfully request for the 

Commission to recommend for the property to be rightfully returned back to the 

family 
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THANK YOU

• The information in this presentation has 
been pulled from a number of resources. 

• Our family would like to thank these 
individuals for all of their assistance:

• Mrs. Judith Chambers

• Mrs. Margaret (Margie) Lloyd of the 
Bermuda National Trust

• Lovely staff of the Bermuda Archives 

• Nikki and Ellen Jane Hollis at the 
Bermuda National Library

• Mrs. Renee Lewis 
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