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TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL SIR JAMES WILLCOCKS,
m.o Qg. QOn qu Qo WOu N. Oo mo Ht- “Uo mo O.n
L. L. D., Governor and Commander-in-Chief

in and o4mw the Islands of Bermuda.

THE PETITION of EBENEZER SMITH and GEORGE W, BASDEN humbly

sheweth as follows: ~

1. ewma.mﬂ Indenture dated the 12th day of June 1876 vested

in your Petitioners and seven others now deceased a small par-

cel of land measuring Ffifty by twenty-eight feet at Tucker's 4
Town in St. George's Parish in trust for the purpose of erect-

ing on the said land a church or place of worship for the use

of the members of the British Methodist Episcopal Church in _

Bermuda.

-

2. That the erection of the said church was commenced, but that

the structure was demolished by a gale in the year 1880.

3. That in the month of May, 1885, the denomination known as
the British Methodist Episcopal Church ceased to exist, and be-~
came merged in and a branch of the chureh or denominstion known
a8 the African Methodist Episcopal Church, which denomination
has since erected s more commodious place of worship elsewhere
in Tucker's Town, and that therefore the trust created by the

deed above referred to has fallen into abeyance.

4. That your Petitioners, as surviving Trustees under the said

deed, have been approached by the Bermuda Development Company,

Limited, who have acquired the lands surrounding the aforesaid

lot, with an offer to purchase the premises.

5. That your Petitioners ooumwmma.wm desirable that a sale of
the lot should be made to the Company, but are umable to proceed,

as the trust deed above mentionsed gives them no power of sals.

YOUR PETITIONERS THEREFORE HUMBIY PRAY that
Your Exeellency will be pleased to assent




X

to any Bill pessed by the other branches

of the ILegislature suthorizing snd empower-
ing your Petitioners to effect a sale of the
gaid lot of land, vested in them in trust,
to the Bermuda Development Company, ILimited,
and to pay over the proceeds of such sale

to the Trustees of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church in aid of the building
fund of that church.

AND MOGN PETITIONERS WILL EVER PRAY, EIC., ETC.
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R. B. BOURNE,
General Merchant,
61 Front Street, Hamilton,
Bermuda.
Uctobar 29th 1920,

8ir,

Will you kindly lay the enclosed clipping from
the Bermuds Mid-Ocean of October 23rd before His Royal
Highness, The ¥rince of Wales, Aas this is the only way
I know of to bring the attention of His Majesty's
Advisors to the dark deed now being enacted in Bermuda
which gives certain private interest the power to take
the freehold %uovmnﬁw from owners by a law which has
passed our Legislature. Liost of the owners of this
property are poor people, not able to take any action
to defend their rights. This iniquitous law has been
passed under the guise of developing Fermuda, by men
t&M“Mcmaw% ovublic officisls and who hnve claimed that
there is s precedent for their action as they claimed
that iLessrs Harland and Wolff acquired property in
#ngland to extend their shipyard, since this bill
passed 1t has been said but Wo« publicly that this was
not the case, as the owners of that property agreed to
the sale.

His Zxcellency the Governor of Bermuda is in
favour of the scheme as he has been advised by these san
men that i1t will be beneficial to Bermuda, but I xnow
that these nmen wua.c:@»um up all the land they can in
Bermuda and have passed this Bill to take 500 acres and
if they are successful will get another bill through
%o tmke all eltw. that they wish. If His Royal Highness
wighes to get information from an ﬁzoaw»wnavvnoqucm

the best way I think would be to send a naval officer

in




1

in plain clothes to the homes of the people at Tuckers
Town to ascertain if they are being justly treated.
His Royal Highness may remember speaking to
me at my gate at Prosperos Cave when he drove through
to St.Georges the day he left Bermuda.
I am, &ec.,
(8gd) A.E.BOURNE.

SIR GODREY THOMAS, Bt.M.V.O.
GECRETARY TC HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS
TiH® PRINCE QF §ALES.
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[ FURNESS BERMUDA LINE
NEW YORK-BERMUDA

GENERAL AGENTS

WATLINGTON & CONYERS
HAMILTON, BERMUDA P,

T

HAMILTON, BERMUBA S Jopt, 27, 1920,

The Honourable

The Coloniel Secretary.

Sir: -

I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 22nd, instant, informing us of the appoint~
ment by His Excelleney the Gevernor of the Commissioners

to carry out the provisions ef the Bermuda Development Com-

rany Act (Ne.2)1920,, snd to inform you that the Company
has given direction for the pmyment of the sum of £500,
inte the Bank of N,T, Butter field % Sen, Limited, to the
credit of the Commissioners &as provided by Section 3 {2)
of the Aet,

I am also to inform you that theCompany sgrees to
the rates of remuneration teo the Commissioners proposed in
your letter, in addition to their necesuseary travelling ex=-

=

penses, "% is understeed that & "sitting” of the Commission-

ers means any hearing as defined in section 6(2) of the fct

and any other necessary meeting of the Commissieners.

- e eyt e i e el T SRR R T T T T

I have the honour to be
sir

Your obedient servant,

). PR I A -

Secretary, Bermuds Development Co, Ltd.
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From the COLONIAL SECRETARY.

70 The ittorney General.

I am directed to forward for revision mu.am.
early return the accompanying draft Commission Wow
the appointment of Commissioners under The Bermude
Develppment Compeny &ct (No.2), 1920.

A copy of the ict is enclosed for reference

A
3

20th September,1920. Colonial Secretary.

boloruat S eenlin
Rltane Juoks Tl Crmmcinscon, S whty Aeorresls
Yrewiil:
I B
B St gen. Bt Senonila .
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Islands By His Excellency 3i:
Jemes #Willcocks, G.C.J0[.G., K.C.B.,
X.CBusls, D2.0., L.E.D,, Generel,
Governor aund Commancer-in-Chief in &nd
over these Islands, %c., &C., &c.
TC tiie Worshipful Reginsgld Woodifield
Appleby, d4.F., Folice lMazistrate,
Hamilton; tne worsainful Jeremiah
Scott Feerman, J.7., H.C.P., and Charles
,.,mwm;. overnor Lrastus Astwood, Bsiuire, M,T. P.

204 Commaader-in-Chied.

JHEREAS I, the Governor and
Commanéer-in-Chief aforesaid, sm
empowered by an Act vpassed by the Lezislature of
these Islands entitled "The bermuds levelorment Comvany

'het, (Ho.2), 19207 t¢ appoint by 2 Commissiocn three

Cummissioners for the purrvose
of deslivs witi avrlications for the acruisition by
The bHermuds Dlevelopment Compeny, Iimited, incormorated

the

under thie provisions of the said ict, of

Rael” of g%@&&%

loymelot  ~aw

one romae—he in the Pirst

Q§§3§§

chedule to the said Lc >f e monner and rorm

aud wi aceond acn, S&Nm i \QS\S&SE Vi &Eﬂﬁw_\%
presc Hpomo.wu ch bod antd 11 and ¢ wsmspmu matters ,

u.?g
_u;cd@zmb@ zenerally for the

72

aurnoses ewi-opdsed o 1n>:wﬂ®@ltﬁ the said Letb;

relating or incidentil

50! TUEREFORY, having coanfidence in your judsgment,

TI T ATSTR S

experience and integrity, I IC BY THESE IHESH

AVPOIRYT you the said Regineld loodifield Appleby,




Jeremia . 5cott Fearmen snd Charles Zrastus Latwoo
o Commission «né eacu of you & Commissioner for the
rurnoses aforesaid, AKD I APPOINT you tue sald
Reginald voodifiela sppleby Ciairman of the said
Commission.

And 811 other Officers and persons liu these

Islands are =ereby required to be aiding and gusisting

unto you a2nd each of you.

Fiven under uv hand snd the Breat
seal oif these Islands this

dey of september, L.0. 1%20, and in the

eleventh year of dis lisjesty's Reign.

Colonisl secretary.
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Januery 7th. 192 1
The Honoursable,
The Colonisl Secretary,
Sir:- ﬁmv

I am in receipt of your letter of 13th.December 1920,No.2302/2,
In reply I beg to say that I do not recollect the exact words I used -at the
conversation referred to by His Excelleney,they being of s casual nature
and by no means expressing my convictions. I have never been in favour of

the compulsory acquisition of the land.

With reference to my owning a parcel of land in the ares,I have mpammww
proved to the Commissioners that I purchased the_ property in 1913, the
question of transfer being a matter between the former owners and myself,
I do not acknowledge that the property has passed to the Developement
_ooswmb%.mbp have notified them that I will not surrender my Deeds until

i it has been officislly published that His liajesty the King has not exercised

Ttﬁ

h his nower of disallowance to the Act in question.

I would point out that I am only one of the great majJority of Bermudians
who are strongly opposed to this force Legislation for private Purposes,
it having no precedent in the whole of the British Empire, and instead of

benefitting the inhabitants of these Islands,except & chosen few,it will be

the means of creating & monopoly that eventually will destroy the agricul-

tural industry of these wmwmwmm. This industry is and always has been the
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%E.\:_ak Epress Co. GENERAL MERCHANT
6] FRONT STREET. HAMILTON. BERMUDA
January Tth. 1921
continued-

backbone of Bermuda. The Tourist business puts & lot of money in the hands
of a few, and a large part of them are foreigners; it is true that a
certain quantity of cash is circulated,but an investigation will prove
that the "benefit 8ll" statements are grossly exaggfrated by those inter-
ewted in the Hotel question.

Bermuda is a small place, foreigners under Act of Legislation already

have been permitted to own & big slice of it ,and now acres of the most
valuable land from an agricultural standpoint is being taken for private
emolument. Any extra revenue to be derived by these developements will

have to be used for roads and other things not.now foreseen,but the benefi
to be derived by the people in general will be extremely limited and not
justifying the taking away of a Britisher's birthright.

In conclusion I would beg to say that I am not in favour of the Develope-
ment scheme,as I do not think that it is for the beat interest of the
Bermuda people,and sm glad to have & small interest in area affected to en

able me to voice my protest,and will thank you to hand this letter to His

Excellency for his information.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,
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¢ o a Hamilton.

fumlx... ///\,ﬁm
r 15th September 1920

amo <0 s
No, 2302/2 @&ﬂ&%
flﬂ:ﬁﬂ.ﬁ!{«

- o

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary.
g“—.ﬁoso

Sir,
In reply to your letter of 13th instant I have the honour to inform
you that I am willing to accept the office of Chairman of the Com-

mission to be appointed by the Governor under the provisions of sec-

tion 2 of the Berwumda Developement Company Act No 2, 1920.
I have the honour to be
8ir,

Your obedient servant,
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